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powered by the scepticism of his officers, changed his
course in over-precaution. Then at last the high hearts
of the expedition gave way. The water was failing, to
add to all the rest; men were dying five and six every
day. " A general dejection prevailed among us," says the
historian. It was at this moment, when hope and heart
were wellnigh gone, that the island of their hopes, all
smiling in the sullen seas, with soft woods and grassy
slopes and sweet streams of running water, suddenly
burst like a glimpse of paradise upon their hungering eyes.
Nothing can be more touching than the sober, simple
story, as it describes this deliverance out of despair. The
feeble creatures, to whom water had become the first
of luxuries, hastened on deck as fast as their tottering
limbs would carry them, to gaze with eyes athirst at a
great cascade of living water flinging itself, with the
wantonness of nature, over a rock a hundred feet high
into the sea. The first boat sent on shore brought back
heaps of grass, having no time to search for better veget-
ables. The spectre crew were four hours at work, with
the assistance of all the ghosts from below who could
keep their feeble legs, to raise the cable, when it was
necessary to change their anchorage, and could not manage
it with all their united strength. But yet the haven was
reached, the tempest over for the moment. The ship
had but settled to her moorings when a tiny sail bore
bravely up upon the newly arrived, and proved to be
the Trial, valorous little sloop, which had held its own
against all the dangers encountered by the Centurion, and
now found its way to the trysting-place, with only its
captain, lieutenant, and three men able to stand by the
sails. A fortnight later, some of the sailors, gazing out
from a height upon the sea, saw, or fancied they saw,
another sail faintly beating about the horizon. In five
days more it appeared again, making feeble futile attempts
to enter the safe shelter in which Anson lay. The watchful
Commodore sent out instant help, risking his boats and
refreshed convalescent men to save his consort, and by
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